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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Thanksgiving Eve 
25 November 2020      7:00 P.M. 

 

Welcome to this house of the Lord.  May everyone find 

God’s peace and Christian friendship here.  May our Savior 

Jesus draw everyone closer to Himself through this service. 

We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

If they are crying loudly, the Parents Room (just outside the 

worship area) is a good place for children to regain their 

composure.  Then come back so we can all worship together. 

The message God proclaims in His Word is so vital for this 

life and for the next, we hope everyone will read the Bible 

daily at home, and then come back for worship again and 

again! 

 
Pre-Worship Pondering: 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

10David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole 
assembly, saying, “Praise be to You, O LORD, God of our 
father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 11Yours, O 
LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth 
is Yours.  Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; You are exalted as 
head over all. 12Wealth and honor come from You; You are 
the ruler of all things.  In Your hands are strength and power 
to exalt and give strength to all. 13Now, our God, we give You 
thanks, and praise Your glorious name.” 
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The Lord Serves His People 
 
Opening Hymn LAPPY p. 84 

1. Give thanks  with a grateful heart; 

give thanks  to the Holy One. 

Give thanks  because He’s given 

Jesus Christ  His Son.  (Sing stanza 1 again.) 
 

2.  And now  let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

let the poor say, “I am rich” 

because of what the Lord has done  for us. 
 

3.  Give thanks  with a grateful heart; 

give thanks  to the Holy One. 

Give thanks  because He’s given 

Jesus Christ  His Son.   (Sing stanza 3 again.) 
 

4.  And now  let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

let the poor say “I am rich” 

because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks. Give thanks. Give thanks. 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen!  I will praise God’s name in song and 

glorify him with thanksgiving. [Psalm 69:30] 
P: Yes, let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with 

music and song. [Psalm 95:2] 

C: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our 

God. [Psalm 147:7] 
P: All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more 

and more people… [2 Corinthians 4:15] 

C: may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
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Worship Dialog [based on 1 Timothy 6:17-19] 

P: Since we are rich in things, we must be careful not to put our trust in 

riches, which are so uncertain.  We trust in God. 

C: He is the One who provides us with everything—to give 

us joy  and to equip us to help others. 
P: We are to do good to all people, to be rich in good deeds, to be 

generous and willing to share. 

C: In this way God will supply some of the needs of the poor 

through us, and we will lay up treasure in heaven for the 

coming age, as we take hold of the life that is truly life. 
P: Heavenly Father, Giver of all good things, we thank You this day for 

the abundance with which You have blessed us.  But as we do, we 

remember how easy it has been to congratulate ourselves for things 

we have received and to use them only for our own enjoyment. 

C: Forgive us, Lord, for the times we didn’t acknowledge You 

as the Giver.  Help us to help others through what You give 

us.  Guide us to make this Thanksgiving Day an occasion for 

rededicating ourselves to conscious thankfulness in all we 

think, say, and do.  Make us open-hearted toward those who 

are in need.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
P: Our Lord says, “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, 

for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more” [Isaiah 43:25]  We 

have God’s full favor because of Jesus our Savior from sin.  

Therefore, let us praise our gracious God. 

Congregation sings: tune: CW607 

We lift our voices loud and strong 

To praise our Maker with our song. 

From Him our life and all things came. 

Respond with joy, and bless His name. 

 
Old Testament Lesson Malachi 3:10-12 
10“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house.  Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, 

“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
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pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough 

for it. 11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the 

vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD 

Almighty. 12“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for 

yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty. 

Congregation sings:  tune: CW607 

We lift our hands to Him in praise 

For sunny skies and cloudy days, 

For food and clothing, house and home, 

For blessings past and still to come. 

 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 67 
P: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face shine 

upon us, 

C: that Your ways may be known on earth, Your salvation 

among all nations. 
P: May the peoples praise You, O God; 

C: may all the peoples praise You. 
P: May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

C: for You rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the 

earth. 
P: May the peoples praise You, O God; 

C: may all the peoples praise You. 
P: Then the land will yield its harvest, 

C: and God, our God, will bless us. 
P: God will bless us, 

C: and all the ends of the earth will fear Him. 

Congregation sings:  tune: CW607 
We lift our hearts to Him in love 

For grace and mercy from above, 

For Jesus Christ, our Savior true, 

For works of love He bids us do. 
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Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 

a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to 

you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 

you will abound in every good work. 9As it is written: “he has 
scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures 

forever.” 10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 

food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be made 

rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 

God. 12This service that you perform is not only supplying the 

needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many 

expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by 

which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for 

the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel 

of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and 

with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts 

will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has 

given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

Congregation sings:  tune: CW607 

A world in need—He meets us there, 

Inviting us to love and care; 

He blesses ev’ry charity 

With His “You’ve done it unto Me.” 

 
Gospel  Luke 12:13-21 
12Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother 

to divide the inheritance with me.”  14Jesus replied, “Man, who 

appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”  15Then he 
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said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds 

of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.”  16And he told them this parable: “The ground of 

a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to 

himself, ‘What shall I do?  I have no place to store my crops.’ 
18Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my 

barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain 

and my goods. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 

good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink 

and be merry.”’  20But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very 

night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get 

what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21This is how it will be 

with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich 

toward God.” 

Congregation sings:  tune: CW607 
And so with heart and hands and voice 

We thank our Savior, and rejoice 

To share the good things from His hand 

With those in need in ev’ry land. 
 

Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer and Luther’s Explanation 
P: The Fourth Petition 

C: Give us this day our daily bread. 
P: What does this mean? 

C: God surely gives daily bread without our asking, even to 

all the wicked, but we pray in this petition that He would 

lead us to appreciate this and to receive our daily bread 

with thanksgiving. 
P: What, then, is meant by daily bread? 

C: Daily bread includes everything that we need for our bodily 

welfare, such as   food and drink, clothing and shoes, 

house and home, fields and flocks, money and goods, a 

godly family, good workers, good government, honest 
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leaders, good citizens, good weather, peace and order, 

health, a good name, loyal friends and good neighbors. 

 
Hymn of the Day #614 

 

2. God makes the clouds rain goodness; 

the deserts bloom and spring.  The hills leap up in gladness; 

the valleys laugh and sing.  God fills them with His fullness, 

all things with large increase; 

He crowns the year with blessing, with plenty and with peace. 
 

3. Bring to this sacred altar the gifts His goodness gave, 

the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save. 

Your hearts lay down before Him when at His feet you fall, 

and with your lives adore Him who gave His life for all. 

 
Sermon Matthew 22:11-14 
11But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 

man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12‘Friend,’ 

he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ 

The man was speechless. 13Then the king told the attendants, 

‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14For many are invited, but few are chosen. 

Wear Appropriate Dress for the Feast 

 
In Response to God’s Word, We Offer… 

…Our Praise Hymn #609 
 

1. We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before You; we kneel and adore You; 

We bless Your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
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2. We worship You, God of our fathers; we bless You. 

Through trial and tempest our guide You have been; 

when perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us, 

and with Your help, O Lord, our battles we win. 

…Our Prayers Responsively 
P: Heavenly Father, as we celebrate Thanksgiving, we realize that we 

have so much for which to give You thanks.  Today we enumerate at 

length our thanks for some of the blessings You have given us as a 

congregation. 
C: We thank You for Your Word, which tells us how bad our 

sin is and how complete Your forgiveness for us in Christ 

is.  We thank You for Your Sacraments, through which 

You seal Your covenant with us, renewing Your mercy. 
P: For our church building which has served as our house of worship for 

over 100 years according to its cornerstone, and for our school where 

so much learning has taken place, including on Sunday mornings, 

and for our gymnasium as a safe place to play, we thank You. 

C: For those who have worked to keep our church building 

clean, our church lawn mowed, and our equipment in good 

working order, and our parking lot and sidewalks plowed, 

we thank You. 
P: We thank You for the friendships that have developed among us, and 

we ask You to bless us with more of these Christian relationships so 

that as time goes on we are more and more a community where the 

people care about each other, a congregation that people want to be 

part of. 

C: We thank You for our pastor who shepherds our souls, for 

our teachers in our school and our Sunday school who 

faithfully guide our precious lambs, for those on our youth 

committee who help teens continue growing in the Word 

toward spiritual adulthood. 
P: We thank You for our church secretary and our bookkeeper, who 

keep so many details of our church and school humming along; for 

our elders who pray for and tend to the spiritual needs of all our 

households.  And how could we function, Lord, without our Ladies 
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Aid and all the ways they serve You and us?  We thank you for our 

new hot-lunch cook who feeds our children and staff.  Many thanks, 

Lord.  Bless them all. 

C: We thank You for those who support our church through 

their prayers and their offerings.  We remember with 

thanks those who count our offerings and disperse them on 

our behalf with faithfulness and integrity. 
P: We thank You for those who keep order during worship by serving 

as ushers.  Through us You selected a number of our members to 

serve on various committees and boards, including the 

administrative board.  We thank You for their willingness to serve, 

since this takes extra time and energy on their part. 

C: Before the pandemic hit we would enjoy goodies during 

Bible studies, meals after funerals, and treats for other 

events.  Thank You for those who prepare such food. 
P: When we worship You, we have an organ and a piano to accompany 

our singing, five keyboardists, two choirs, a piano accompanist, and 

many other instrumentalists to help us express our faith with 

appropriate music, both for boisterous praise and for moments of 

quieter contemplation.  Thank You for the gifts of music and 

musicians and voices and a love for singing in our congregation. 

C: Through our jobs and investments You provide us with 

more ‘daily bread’ than we need.  You have furnished us 

the health, strength, freedom, and safety to come to Your 

house of worship today.  We gratefully ask You to keep us 

from worrying about “tomorrow.” 
P: You have moved our members to give special offerings for the 

gospel ministry of our church and our synod.  We also remember 

with gratitude those who have made improvements to the church’s 

property and kept these assets in good repair. 

C: We thank You for those who have helped with the gospel 

ministry of our church in ways known only to You.   
P: We also thank You for our Altar Guild who changed the altar 

paraments to the correct color of the church year and displayed 

banners to fit the season.  We thank You for those who serve us by 

setting up and cleaning up our communion ware, and by providing 
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flowers to beautify Your altar, and for those who decorate our 

chancel.  We thank You for those who decorate our buildings for the 

various holiday seasons.  And for all those who will write me notes 

about other things to include on this list for future Thanksgiving 

services, I am already grateful. 

And now, Lord, we take a moment of silence to add our 

personal thanksgivings. 

Finally, Lord, we thank You for commanding and inviting us to pray 

to You and for hearing all the prayers we bring before You… 

C: in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
We Close our Worship… 

…With a Blessing (LAPPY p. 176) Sung by the Pastor 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart. 

And whatever you do in word or deed, 

Do it all in the name of the Lord, 

Giving thanks, giving thanks to God through Christ the Lord. 

Giving thanks, giving thanks to God through Christ the Lord.  

…With a Hymn #611 

1. For the fruit of His creation, thanks be to God. 

For His gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 

2. In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done. 

In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done. 
 

Having spent an hour in grateful remembrance and praise, may you 
celebrate Thanksgiving Day under the Lord’s blessing, to His glory. 
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SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING    The Administrative Board has called 
for a special voters meeting on Dec 6 at 9:05 A.M.  The School Board 
would like to sign a contract with Christian Family Solutions so that a 
WELS counselor can be at St. John’s School one day per week to 
meet with students who could use some help.  The program will cost 
$500 for the spring semester, the remainder of this school year.  This 
cost would be covered by a grant.  The School Board would like to 
put up a wall with a door at the back of the youth room to serve as 
an office for the counselor to meet privately with students.  This will 
cost around $1000.  A grant may cover this cost also; otherwise it will 
come from the schools gift and memorial account. 
 

The story of the Pilgrims and the first Thanksgiving 
Feast was not unique.  Most societies that preceded our nation 
had enjoyed Harvest Festivals and Days of Thanksgiving.  But 
the dramatic circumstances of the Pilgrims made their 
celebration the very foundation of all of the American 
Thanksgiving Days that followed. 

Only 55 of the original 103 Pilgrim settlers survived that first 
dreadful winter in the New World.  Food supplies had failed and 
illness had followed.  But the following summer and fall brought 
new hope.  They expected a good corn harvest, thanks to the 
Indian, Squanto, who befriended and taught them. 

William Bradford, their leader, called for a festival to 
celebrate the harvest, to give thanks to God, and, incidentally, to 
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regale and impress the Indians.  He sent out fowling teams who 
brought back ducks, geese, and turkeys for the feast.  At 
Bradford’s invitation, Massasoit, the sachem (chief) of the 
Wampanoag tribe, brought some 90 of his braves, who 
contributed five deer to the feast.  The heroines of the three day 
feast had to be the four women and two teenage girls who had 
survived the winter: it fell to them to prepare the meals.  
Accompanying the fowl and the venison were a cornbread type 
of “hasty pudding,” boiled pumpkins, wild cranberries and 
honey, as well as oysters, clams, and fish. 

Had Bradford called for a day of Thanksgiving and Prayer it 
would have been observed with solemn worship services: the 
Pilgrims were stern Puritans.  Instead, the harvest festival motif 
allowed some revelry.  Edward Winslow, one of the participants, 
described it as a time for “recreations and exercising of arms.”  
Target shoots were held, in part, no doubt, to impress the 
Indians with the power of their English muskets. 

Two years later, when more Pilgrims had joined the little 
colony and it was more stable, Governor Bradford issued this 
Proclamation of Thanksgiving: “Inasmuch as the great Father 
has given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, wheat, 
beans, squash, and garden vegetables, and has made the forests 
to abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and 
inasmuch as He has protected us from the ravages of the 
savages, has spared us from pestilence and disease, and has 
granted us freedom to worship God; now I, your magistrate, do 
proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and little ones, do 
gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of nine 
and twelve in the day time, on Thursday, ye 29th of November, 
of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty-
three—there to listen to ye pastor and to render thanksgiving to 
Almighty God for all his blessings.” 


